Chapter 1:  OVERVIEW OF THE WHOLE SENTENCE

CHAPTER PREVIEW

An overview is the view you get when you stand back to look at a whole thing rather than at its separate parts. It's a passenger's view from an airplane--a view that makes it hard to recognize particular buildings but shows patterns in the roads among the neighborhoods. This chapter offers an overview of the English sentence. Because you speak English, you already understand a lot about the way English sentences work. Here you'll see the four parts of the sentence working together, and you'll have an opportunity to use each part and come to your own conclusions. In Chapters 2 through 7, you'll be given definitions and explanations of the four sentence parts; the details will become clear when you focus on each sentence part in those chapters. In this overview, though, just watch the patterns that the parts make as they fit together into whole sentences.

WRITING

On scrap paper, jot down ideas about how it feels to write. Here are some questions that may start you thinking:

· How tightly are you holding your pen or pencil?

· How do your shoulders feel?

· What do you think about when you face the blank page?

· How is writing different from talking?

You may answer some of these questions, or simply write down any thoughts that come into your head when you consider how the act of writing affects you. Turn those jottings into four or five sentences, and then rewrite them.  For your rewritten paragraph, use pen and paper, a word processor, or a class bulletin board, depending on your class’s arrangements.

GROWING SENTENCES--A Comparison

Sentences grow. (seed of sentence, subject & verb)

These sentences grow. 




(modifiers for the subject)

Sentences on this page grow.

Starting from seeds, sentences grow.

Sentences that sprout modifiers grow.

Sentences grow easily. 




(modifiers for the verb)

Sentences grow before your eyes.

Sentences grow to develop sturdy shapes.

Sentences grow until they seem to gather

a momentum of their own.

Sentences grow branches. 



(additional completer, with

Sentences grow new branches. 



modifiers for the completer)

Sentences grow branches of words.

Sentences grow branches unfolding fresh ideas.

Sentences grow branches that may blossom with

unexpected possibilities.

Starting from seeds, these sentences that sprout 
(combination of all ideas into two modifiers grow easily before your eyes until they 


sentences)

seem to gather a momentum of their own. To develop

sturdy shapes, sentences grow new branches of

words, unfolding fresh ideas that may blossom

with unexpected possibilities

SENTENCES GROW FROM SEEDS

In the sentences below, look at the words in this bold font. (In the online text, these words would be green.)   What do all these words have in common? Now look at the words in CAPITALS. (In the online text, these words would be purple.) What do these words have in common with each other?

          Sentences GROW.

          Love DECEIVES,

          Someone IS PAINTING.

          Kenisha MUST HAVE FORGOTTEN.

          WERE they HIDING?

The seed of a sentence is made of a subject and a verb. Chapter 2 focuses on verbs and

Chapter 3 focuses on subjects.

In the sentences below, look at the underlined words. What do these words have in common?

          Sentences GROW branches.

          Love DECEIVES people.

          Someone IS PAINTING grafitti.

          Kenisha MUST HAVE FORGOTTEN Donnell.

          WERE they DOING anything?

Sometimes a third part may join the subject/verb seed to complete the sentence's idea. The underlined words above are completers. Chapter 4 examines what completers do.

In the sentences below, notice how the subjects, verbs, or completers grow in meaning when descriptive words or groups of words are added.

          These sentences GROW branches.

          Love sometimes DECEIVES people.

          Someone IS PAINTING fresh graffiti.

          Kenisha MUST HAVE FORGOTTEN Donnell [since the summer].

          WERE they HIDING anything [of value]?

These new words, in italics, are modifiers. Some modifiers are single words, but others [shown as italics within brackets] are groups of words. Chapter 4 shows how modifiers work. But before you get there, experiment with the four sentence parts for a few minutes here. The following exercises will help you to see what you already know about subjects, verbs, completers, and modifiers.

Application :    Finish each of the following sentences.  In sentences 1-4, add one word in

each space.  The word that you add will be a subject, so write it darkly to imitate a bold

font (green online).

1.  _____________________  CRACKS jokes [at unexpected moments].

2.  [At the bank this morning], ____________________  HAD everyone [in stitches].

3.  Even ___________________ RELAXED and LAUGHED [at that one].

4.  __________________  WILL KEEP you  [from taking yourself too seriously].

In sentences 5-9, add one word in each space.  The word that you add will be a verb, so

print it in capital letters.

5.  Martha’s foul shots ________________ not very good today.

6.  Her posture __________________  more work,  too.

7.  The coach ______________________ some extra time [with her] [last night].

8.  He _______________________ her a fancy new trick.

In sentences 9-12, add one word in each space.  The word that you add will be a completer, so darken the underline to remind you.

9.   You SHOULD SEE this ______________________________ .

10.  [After all], it IS __________________________________ .

11.  WOULD you PREFER ______________________________  [for dinner]?

12.  Eric and I HAD very good _________________________ [at that new restaurant] [last

week].

In sentences 13-16, add a word or group of words in each space.  Whatever you add will

be a modifier or part of a modifier, so write it in slanted letters.

13.  You ARE PAINTING that wall very __________________________.

14.  DO you always PAINT [with _________________________________]?

15.  The ______________________ color [over the sink] IS a great improvement.

16.  I BOUGHT some _____________________ paint [last week] [for the kitchen].

When you have completed the sixteen sentences above, look them over and notice how the marking code identifies the four parts of each one.  When you work online with the chapters that follow this one, you’ll be concentrating on one sentence part at a time, so you won’t see whole sentences written out in this code.  Therefore, take this opportunity to see how all the parts fit together in the sentences that you have completed above.

Return to the paragraph that you wrote at the beginning of this chapter. Read it aloud. Pick one sentence and identify its subject and verb, and see if the sentence contains a completer or modifier. The next five chapters in Sentence Sense will offer you chances to look more closely at words and groups of words performing these four sentence functions, each one contributing to the growth of a whole sentence.

