Chapter 2: VERBS

CHAPTER PREVIEW

A sentence contains two essential parts: a verb and a subject. Recognizing the verb is the

key to analyzing a sentence. Further, knowing how verbs work allows you to make intelligent choices among verb forms as you write. In Chapter 2, you will learn that:  verbs usually begin the section of a sentence that tells what something is doing or being.  

· verbs can be combinations of a main verb plus one or more auxiliaries.  

· verbs split apart in a question or negative statement.  

· verbs give clues about the time of an event.  

· verbs can appear in four different forms: base, simple past, present participle, and past

· participle.  

· irregular verbs do not follow the usual pattern in the four forms.

· sentences can be combined by compounding their verbs.

2.1 YOUR WRITING

Think about a TV show you saw, a story you read, or an incident at school in the past week. Remember what happened, who did what, and why. Try to recall what was interesting or funny or exciting. On scrap paper, jot notes and freewrite about what happened in the show, story, or incident.  (For an introduction to freewriting, see Chapter 16, step 1 of Your Writing.)

1)  Arrange your ideas into a short paragraph describing the events as they happened in the past. For example, your paragraph might start like this: In history class yesterday, I got mad. The videotape we were watching irritated me because the narrator kept trying to force his opinion down our throats. . .

2)  Now change the time of your paragraph. Tell the story as if it were happening right

now. Cross out the words which place the events in the past and above them write words which place the events in the present. The example sentences above would look like this:

                                             today         am getting
In  history class [yesterday], I [got]  mad. The videotape we

  
are         
 irritates     


     keeps
[were]watching [irritated ]me because the narrator [kept]

trying to force his opinion down our throats . . .

Many of the words that you change will be verbs.

If your teacher or study group would like you to develop this exercise into a longer narrative paragraph, please revise it double-spaced on a fresh piece of paper or a word processor.

ADVICE

1)  At your computer, study the explications of verbs and complete the Applications in Chapter 2. Don’t worry about getting every example right—learn from your mistakes and go on to the next example.  Don’t try to print these out—it will clog up your printer and won’t help you study.  Just pay attention as you work on each screen.

2)  If you have trouble entering or checking your answers in the applications, ask a lab assistant or friend to help.  If you can’t figure out how to make an application work, go on to the next one and jot notes in the margins of this Study Guide about any problems that you’ve had.  Bring these problems to your teacher’s attention.

2.2. Doing and Being Verbs

A verb usually begins the section of a sentence which tells what someone or something is doing or being. 

Doing verbs:

Finally Sir Edmund Hilary arrived at the peak of Mt. Everest.

Clouds were rolling far below.

He breathed carefully through his mask.

His oxygen supply was running low.

Being verbs:

Hilary had become the first foreign conqueror of the mountain.

This was a great moment for international exploration.

However, for Tenzing Norkay, the Sherpa guide, it was simply another trip up the ancient and holy slopes.

The words in bold are the verbs of the sentences above.

**Tip for finding verbs: Look at the first few words in the doing or being part of the sentence.**

Application 1 

Create sentences below by imagining and writing down what each person or thing is doing or being. 

Example: Some of the pebbles by the road ___________________________ .

Some of the pebbles by the road seem to shine in the light.

1) The last people in the line _____________________________________________.

2) General Sherman _________________________________________________________.

3) My mother-in-law's neighbor _____________________________________________.

4) The paint on the door of the truck ______________________________________.

5) One bowl of pea soup _____________________________________________________.

Obviously there are innumerable possible answers for this application. Show your answers to your classmates and see if they agree with you.

Application 2. Instructions:  Insert a slash mark ( / ) to indicate the point where the doing or being part of the sentence begins. For example, in the sentence "The new restaurant attracts hundreds of customers each evening," you would insert the slash between "restaurant" and "attracts."

1.   The traffic at the supermarket intersection is out of control.

2.   We should call the traffic commission. 

3.   Someone from out of state is building a new set of condominiums on the corner.

4.   That sixty-unit complex might be completed by next winter.

5.   Then the congestion will become even crazier.

2.3. Verbs: Single Word Verbs and Verb Strings 

A verb may be just one word: 

The moon's cycle, not the sun's, governs the tides. Therefore, low tide comes at a later time each day.

Often, however, a verb is a string of words made of a main verb with one or more auxiliaries in front of it. 

The tide was changing at 10:30 yesterday morning. It should be turning today at about 11:10 A.M. We probably could have waited until noon for our fishing trip.

The main verb identifies the event which the sentence is reporting. The auxiliaries tell more about the time or conditions of the event, and they always come before the main verb. The verb string is the combination of auxiliaries and main verb acting together to play the role of verb in a sentence. In the following exercises, the verbs will be analyzed and marked like this: 

single-word verb = SV
main verb = MV
auxiliary = X

Verbs in the simple present or simple past tense consist of just one word. 
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Verbs that emphasize the continuation of an event include some form of to be as an auxiliary (am, is, are, was, were, being). 
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Verbs that emphasize the completion of an event include some form of to have as an auxiliary (have, has, had). 

[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]X_ My
Chris has sung that song once too often. |

1Ed waMbd him about it several times before

the argument.





Verbs that express a future event include the auxiliary will or shall. 
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Verbs may include several other auxiliaries to express shadings of time or condition. These additional auxiliaries are: do, does, did, can, could, should, would, may, might, must. 
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Application 3 

Instructions: Look at the verbs highlighted in each segment of the paragraph below. In the verb strings, underline each auxiliary. Some verb strings may contain more than one auxiliary. Do not underline single-word verbs or main verbs. 

1. Sometimes on a very clear day, you can see things beyond the horizon.  

2. Last week, for instance, just after the noon sun had peaked, a strange island appeared suddenly.  

3. It was ghostly, with sharp cliffs, and we were pointing to it in amazement when Mr. Gummidge explained that we were seeing the shadow of a real island thirty miles away, beyond the bend of the horizon.  

4. He said that sometimes the sun's rays will cast a reflection into the air, and this shadow island may float several hundred feet above the real one, just high enough it can be seen above the curve of the earth.  

5. If you look carefully, you might see that mirage today.  

6. You have a good chance if this weather doesn't become like yesterday's.  

7. In fact, I was watching for the mirage yesterday, but the horizon did nothing unusual.  

8. I must have been straining my eyes because by suppertime you could have put a banana split in front of me and I would have called it a mirage.  

4)  If your native language is not English, be sure to check the ESL Tips for this chapter.

5)   Draw together what you’ve learned with the Review and Practice. Unlike the Applications, the Review and Practice section is useful to print out so that you can study it away from your computer as you prepare for your Mastery Test.

6)  Take a break at any point to have some Fun with Grammar.

2.3.b. The following words may be used as auxiliaries within verb strings: 

Chart 1: Auxiliary Verbs 

	Forms of to do
	Forms of to have
	Forms of to be
	Modals

	(used with base form of the next verb in the string)
	(used with past participle form of the next verb in the string)
	(used with present or past participle of the next verb in the string)
	(used with base form of the next verb in the string)

	do, does, did
	have, has, had
	am, is, are, was, were
	can, will, shall, could, would, should

	 
	 
	be, being, been
	may, might, must


Note the words in the shaded area of the chart may sometimes act as single-word verbs: 

I am your brother. You have the same kind of eyes as I do.

The rest of the auxiliaries in the chart work only in verb strings: 

Everyone will be happy. They must have been expecting something.

Learn the auxiliaries in the chart. They will help you to find verb strings. 

ESL Tips 

FUNCTIONS OF AUXILIARY VERBS 

	Auxiliary verbs perform different functions in relation to 
the main verbs that they support:

	do, does, did
	split open single-word verbs to form questions or negative statements. Sometimes they are used in positive statements to express emphasis. 

	have, has, had
	create verbs which imply a relationship between two different times: these are verbs in the perfect tenses.

	am, is, are,
was, were,
be, being, been
	create verbs which show either a continuing action or an action whose subject is passive.

	might, may,
would, can, could,
will, shall, should,
might, must
	show the degree of possibility or necessity of the main verb: these are the modal auxiliaries. You may review them in more detail by studying Chart 3, USE OF MODAL AUXILIARIES. 


Chart 3: Use of Modal Auxiliaries 

	Present 
& Future
	Past
	Past 
Unreal
	Examples

	might / may
	might
	might have
	I may sing today. 
Yesterday I thought that I might sing.
If I had practiced more, I might have sung better.

	could / can
	could
	could have
	He can live cheaply now. 
Last year, he could not live so cheaply.
He could live here if he wanted to. 
If he had sold his car, he could have lived more simply.

	would
	would
	would have
	I would sing tonight if you wanted me to. 
Last week, I expected that I would sing more often. 
If I had been paid more, I would have sung more often.

	will / shall
	would
	 
	They will live with their kids in New York. 
When they arrived, they hoped that the kids would live with them in Hartford.

	should / ought
	 
	should have
ought to have
	Sara should sing that folk song. 
She ought to sing it for the family first. 
She should have sung it at the party, but she was shy.

	have to / must
	had to
	 
	Max has to live in the city. 
He must live near his kids. 
When he lost his job, he had to live with his parents.

	All modal auxiliaries in these two columns are followed by the base form of the main verb.
Don't add -ed, -s or -ing:
should live; can sing.
	The auxiliaries in this column are followed by the past participle:
ought to have lived;
would have sung.
	 


Notes: 

· Sometimes we use should or must to show a guess in the present: 
This is the right address; Luis should live here. 
This door has somebody else's name, so Luis must live upstairs.

· We can use might have, may have, or must have, to show a guess in the past: 
She's in town, so she might have sung at the festival. 
She may have sung your favorite song. 
It's March 15, so she must have sung in four cities in the past three weeks

Application 4 

Instructions: In each sentence, circle the verb. In the case of a verb string, circle each word in the string in order. 

For example, in the sentence "My father will have been mayor for ten years next month."

you would circle the verb string “will have been.”

1. The traffic at the supermarket intersection is out of control.  

2. We should call the traffic commission.  

3. Someone is building a new set of condominiums on the corner.  

4. They will be completed by next winter.  

5. Then the congestion will become even crazier.  

6. The cafeteria has opened a special counter for ethnic foods.  

7. Last fall some of the students requested more variety in the menus.  

8. They were asking for just a few new items.  

9. Ironically, a lot of those students have graduated by now.  

2.3.c. Many auxiliaries can shrink into shorter forms called contractions. 

Example: I'm looking forward to this evening with Arny's boss. After supper we'll watch the game unless she'd prefer to play cards.

Here are some common contractions.

Chart 2: Common Verb Contractions 

	Auxiliary
	Short form 
	Example of Contraction

	am
	'm
	I am = I'm

	are
	're
	you are = you're

	is or has
	's
	Emma is = Emma's

	have
	've
	they have = they've

	had or would
	'd
	we would =we'd

	will or shall
	'll
	he will = he'll


Note: 
1. that the apostrophe (') replaces missing letters, and

    
2. that there are no contractions for was and were.

Application 5 

Instructions: In the spaces provided after each sentence, rewrite each subject and accompanying verb string using a contracted auxiliary. Write the subject + verb combinations in the order in which they occur in the sentence. 

Example: At last we have returned to Hartford, where we are raising our families.

   we've returned

   we're raising

1) We are sending Jenny to day care now.

2) She is enjoying most of it, but she has been getting into fights.

 3) I would speak to the teachers, but Jack has convinced me that she will outgrow it soon.

 4) I am watching Jenny go through some of the same stages that I have survived myself.

 5) She has taught me a lot about parts of my childhood that I had forgotten.

2.4. Verbs: Split Verbs

Questions and negative statements split verbs into two parts.

· In a question, the subject splits the verb apart. 

Examples: 
Some of the union members are voting for the strike. 

Are some of the union members voting for the strike? 

· In a negative statement, the word not splits the verb. 

Some of the union members are not voting for the strike.

· Sometimes the word not contracts and attaches itself to the first part of the split verb: 

Some of the union members aren't voting for the strike.

Tip for finding verbs: Look for auxiliaries. If you find one, look for a main verb accompanying it. Remember that auxiliaries are sometimes squeezed into contractions.

Application 6 

In this Application turn each of these sentences into a question and then into a negative statement. When using a contraction, contract the not. 

Example: The hospital could be in trouble.

Qu: Could the hospital be in trouble?

Neg: The hospital couldn't be in trouble.

1. The nurses have been off duty for six hours. 

Qu:

Neg:

2. The hospital will incur the risk of lawsuits.

Qu: 

Neg: 

3. In that case, the mayor could intervene.

Qu: 

Neg: 

4. He should be meeting with his legal advisors now.

Qu: 

Neg: 

5. The union is waiting for news of the meeting.

Qu: 

Neg:

2.4.b. When you turned the sentences of Application 6 into questions or negative statements, you split the verbs between the first auxiliary and the rest of the verb string. But what happens when the verb is a single word? You have to change a single-word verb to a verb string before you can split it. For this purpose, add the auxiliary do, does, or did. Then split the string to make the question or negative statement: 

Those people train tigers. -- Those people do train tigers.

Question: Do those people train tigers?

Negative: Those people do not train tigers.

Sandra trains tigers. -- Sandra does train tigers.

Question: Does Sandra train tigers?

Negative: Sandra does not train tigers.

Sandra trained tigers several years ago. -- Sandra did train tigers several years ago.

Question: Did Sandra train tigers several years ago?

Negative: Sandra did not train tigers several years ago. 

Notice that if the single-word verb ends in -s or -ed, it drops that ending as it enters the verb string, allowing the auxiliary to show the time clues. Chapters 9 and 10 explain this shift. For now, practice adding do, does, or did and then splitting the new verb string.

Tip for finding verbs: Turn each sentence into a negative statement. The word not will come before the main verb and after any auxiliaries. (When a form of the verb to be stands alone as a single-word verb, it is an exception; it will come right before the word not.)

Application 7 

Instructions: Rewrite each sentence below, replacing each single-word verb below with a verb string starting with do, does, or did. Turn each sentence into a question and then into a negative statement. 

Example: Lindy needs cash for Kai's birthday.

Verb-String version: Lindy does need cash for Kai's birthday.

Qu: does Lindy need cash for Kai's birthday?

Neg: Lindy does not need cash for Kai's birthday. 

1. Your check comes today.

Verb-String version: 

Qu: 

Neg: 

2. We get a bonus every six months.

Verb-String version: 

Qu: 

Neg: 

3. We waited for two weeks between checks last month. 

Verb-String version: 

Qu: 

Neg: 

4. The business office operates more efficiently this year.

Verb-String version: 

Qu: 

Neg: 

5. You know about the change in the timesheet policy.

Verb-String version: 

Qu: 

Neg:

2.4.c. The verb to be often behaves differently from other verbs. When a form of to be stands alone as a single word verb, it doesn't need to split to form a question or a negative statement. It simply moves to the beginning for a question, or adds not for a negative statement: 

Dinosaurs were warm-blooded. Were dinosaurs warm-blooded?

Their bones are like birds' bones. Their bones are not like birds' bones.

Application 8 

Instructions: Turn each of these sentences into a question and then into a negative statement. Complete both lines before checking your answer against the correct version. 

Example: That was a great picnic yesterday.

Qu: Was that a great picnic yesterday?

Neg: That wasn't a great picnic yesterday.

1. The cookout and the party were very successful.

Qu: 

Neg: 

2. Mom was ecstatic about them.

Qu: 

Neg: 

3. There is enough pie left for tomorrow.

Qu: 

Neg: 

 4. I am hungry right now.

Qu: 

Neg: 

5. My kids are fond of left-overs.

Qu: 

Neg:

2.5 Verbs: Time (Tense) 

A verb gives clues about the time of an event. 

· When Ricardo was making flan, he used a couple of the eggs that we had brought from the farm. 

· There is only one left, and we have finished all the other food in the house, so we will have a very small supper.

The verbs in the sentences above can be spread out on a time line like this:

[image: image11.png]A TIMELINE





Application 9 

In the paragraph below, the highlighted verbs report past, present, and future events. In the box below the paragraph, arrange the randomly arranged verbs and verb strings chronologically, from top to bottom, first to last. As a hint, the first verb, "are invading," appears toward the bottom (make it eighth in your list of ten verbs). 

The groundhogs are invading my garden again. Last spring I built a tall fence. I had buried chicken wire all around the border the year before, but they got over or under or through that. So I spent a lot of money and two whole days of labor on a heavy snow fence. But now that the lettuce has turned crunchy and sweet, the groundhogs are back. They must have found a secret way into the garden, because there are no holes in the fence or in the ground. It is becoming obvious that the groundhogs are here for good, and that I will be sharing my vegetables with them in spite of my efforts. 

	1. 
	2. 
	3. 
	4. 
	5. 

	6. 
	7. 
	8. 
	9. 
	10. 


25.b. A verb usually changes to show time differences. 

· Channice is working on the same paper she worked on last week. She works on it a little bit every day.

Application 10 

Instructions: In each sentence below, notice the words at the end that give you clues about the time of the action. Write them after “time clue.” Then concentrate on the section of the sentence that comes before the phrase "in the shower" and the adverb "beautifully": select the word or words that give you a clue about the time in that part of the sentence, and write it after “verb clue.” All your second boxes will contain verbs. 

Example: I sing beautifully in the shower every day.

Time clue: every day 

Verb clue: sing 

1. I sang beautifully in the shower once upon a time.

Time clue:

Verb clue:

2. I will sing beautifully in the shower after the game.

Time clue:

Verb clue:

3. I am singing beautifully in the shower right now.

Time clue:

Verb clue:

4. I was singing beautifully in the shower this morning.

Time clue:

Verb clue:

5. I will be singing beautifully in the shower until midnight.

Time clue:

Verb clue:

6. I have sung beautifully in the shower all my life.

Time clue:

Verb clue:

7. I had sung beautifully in the shower for hours before breakfast.

Time clue:

Verb clue:

8. I will have sung beautifully in the shower for hours by that time.

Time clue:

Verb clue:

**TIP: Verbs show time. Review the words in the verb clue spaces above. They show the time changes built into the verb "to sing." Notice that the verb is sometimes a single word and sometimes a verb string. These forms showing different times are often called tenses.**  

Application 11 

Instructions: Change the time of each sentence below by changing the verbs to express the time shown in parentheses. In the space provided, write only the new verb. If there is more than one verb to change, write them both, separated by a space and a comma.

Example: In a town nearby, ordinary people learn to walk on beds of hot coals. (past) 

learned 

1. A teacher trains them in the techniques of special meditation. (past) 

2. While the students are practicing their techniques, the teacher monitors their breath rates. (past) 

3. After four training sessions, the students gather around a shallow mound of glowing charcoal. (future) 

4. The members of the class, one by one, walk unhurt over the coals. (future) 

5. Each class will attract several doubters who will amaze themselves, succeeding as fully as the true believers. (present) 

**TIP for finding verbs: To find the verb in a sentence, change the sentence's time. Look carefully at the words which change form. Many of them will be verbs.**

2.6. Verbs: A Verb's Four Forms

Verbs show up in four forms: base, simple past, present participle, and past participle. 

Study this chart and complete the last four rows.

Chart 4: The Four Forms of Regular Verbs 

	Name of verb
	Base form
	Past form
	Present participle
	Past participle

	to watch
	I can watch.
I watch. 
	I watched.
	I am watching.
	I have watched.

	to wait
	I can wait.
I wait. 
	I waited.
	I am waiting.
	I have waited.

	to try
	I can try.
I try.
	I tried.
	I am trying. 
	I have tried.

	to laugh
	I can laugh. 
I laugh.
	I laughed. 
	I am laughing.
	I have laughed.

	Top of Form

to yell
	I can yell.
I yell. 
	I [image: image12.wmf]

. 
	I am yelling.
	I have [image: image13.wmf]

.

	to dance
	I can [image: image14.wmf]

. 
I dance . 
	I danced. 
	I am [image: image15.wmf]

.
	I have danced.

	to wink
	I can wink.
I [image: image16.wmf]

. 
	I winked. 
	I am [image: image17.wmf]

. 
	I have [image: image18.wmf]

.

	to stop
	I can [image: image19.wmf]

.
I [image: image20.wmf]

.
	I [image: image21.wmf]

. 
	I am [image: image22.wmf]

.
	I have [image: image23.wmf]

.

Bottom of Form




Study the chart again. Which forms can stand alone as single-word verbs? Which ones act as main verbs in verb strings? Draw your own conclusions before going on to the explanations of each form below. 

The base form comes directly from the name of the verb. 

to watch -- watch
to wait -- wait

The base form can combine in a string with any of these auxiliaries: 

	  Auxiliaries
	  Examples of Verbs Strings

	can, will, shall
could, would, should
may, might, must
do, does, did
	can watch, will watch, shall watch
could wait, would wait, should wait
may try, might try, must try
do laugh, does laugh, did laugh

	· The fireworks will scare Saeed, so probably we should go home. 

· He may object, but after all, he does need some sleep. 


Application 12

Complete the verb strings below by adding the base form of the verb named in {fancy brackets} after the space. The first one is done for you.

Perhaps I could move {to move} to Albany, but first I must _____________ {to talk} to my niece, who would  _____________ {to offer} me good advice. My parents might _____________ {to feel} unhappy about the distance; they really do ______________ {to depend} on me, and I should  _____________ {to consider} that seriously.

2.6.b. Used without any auxiliary, the base form expresses present or recurring time. This way of expressing time is called the simple present tense. 

· Under warm air, water evaporates faster than under cold air.

· The minerals in the water remain behind, so south sea waters contain a higher concentration of salt than northern seas do. 

Notice that in some cases, the base form adds an -s. Chapter 11 explains how this -s ending works.

Application 13 

Instructions: Complete the following sentences in the simple present tense by adding the base form of the verb named in {fancy brackets} after the space. The first one is done for you.

Those clowns perform {to perform} an incredible juggling act. They ______________  {to ask} for two volunteers from the audience and then they ______________  {to pass} a couple of clubs clumsily back and forth in front of the volunteers, who ______________  {to believe} that this is just another goofy game. Then the clowns______________   {to add} clubs one by one until nine clubs ______________  {to twirl} smoothly around the dizzy volunteers who ______________  {to huddle} in a moving cage while the people in the crowd ______________  {to whistle} with glee.

2.6.c. The simple past form is usually the base form + -ed: 

· watch -- watched

· wait -- waited 

It works without any auxiliary, expressing past time. This way of expressing time is called the simple past tense.

· The spider webs collected dew and sparkled when the wind moved them. 

· The light grew on them slowly, and no animal disturbed them. 

Notice that one simple past verb above (grew) does not end in -ed. We'll examine the exceptions to the -ed ending rule when we study irregular verbs later in this chapter. Chapter 10 also explains more about how the -ed ending works.

Application 14 

Instructions: Complete the following passage in the simple past tense by adding the simple past form of the verb {in fancy brackets} after each space. All the words you add will end in -ed. The first one is done for you. 

The kids stayed {to stay} in the water so long that their lips ______________ {to turn} blue. They ______________ {to race} across to the island where Felicia ______________ {to spot} a beaver last week. We ______________ {to call} to them several times, but they never ______________ {to answer} us. The children ______________ {to return} eventually, in their own sweet time, and then they ______________ {to ignore} us as we ______________ {to lecture} them about taking risks in the water. While we ______________ {to sputter}, they just ______________ {to warm} themselves around the fire and ______________ {to grin} with silent pride.

2.6.d. The present participle is always the base form + -ing. 

· watch -- watching

· wait -- waiting

It combines with a form of the auxiliary to be (am, are, is, was, were, being, been, be) in a verb string that expresses a continuing action.

· Two storm systems are converging on the island. 

· This morning schoolteachers were bringing blankets to the shelter. 

· The trucks will be arriving soon for emergency assignments.

Application 15 

Instructions: Finish the following sentences showing continuing actions by adding the present participle of the main verb named in {fancy brackets} after the space. The first one is done for you. 

Your supper is waiting {to wait} for you in the kitchen. I was  ___________________ {to expect} you to show up tonight. The stuffed clams are ___________________  {to sit} on the table now. I was ___________________  {to cook} them all last night. While the clams were ___________________  {to bake}, I made the sauce. Our house will be ___________________  {to smell} of garlic for weeks.

2.6.e. The past participle usually looks the same as the simple past form. 

· I watched. I have watched.

· I waited. I have waited. 

It can combine with a form of the auxiliary to have (have, has, had) to express a completed action. 

· Marty has cooked me dinner twice since Saturday. 

· When he had finished last night's clean-up, he joked that by the time my leg has healed, he will have weaned me from junk food entirely.

Application 16 

Instructions: Finish the following sentences showing completed action by adding the past participle of the main verb named in {fancy brackets} after each space. The first one is done for you.

We have worked {to work} without a break all week. My sister has _________________ {to beg} me several times to quit, and I always have _________________ {to refuse}. But last night, when she visited me, I had _________________ {to collapse} from fatigue. She has _________________ {to talk} me into taking a vacation next week. Fortunately, the new trainees will have _________________ {to join} us at the plant by then.

2.6.f.  A past participle can also combine with a form of to be to express the passive voice, a sentence structure in which the subject isn't performing the action of the sentence. 

· The tree was damaged by the wind. 

· Our house was not harmed, though.

The subjects above are are tree and house, and neither the tree nor the house is doing anything. Both are simply sitting there passively, having something done to them. Notice how a past participle and a form of the auxiliary to be (am, are, is, was, were, being, been, be) combine to form a verb string in each sentence below.

· The umpire's call was drowned out by the clamor of the fans.

· The camera crew is amazed by the enthusiasm.

· This play will be remembered for years.

Application 17 

Instructions: Complete the following passive voice verbs by adding the past participle of the verb named in {fancy brackets} after each space. The first one is done for you. 

These masks were painted {to paint} by your children. But in the process, paint was ______________ {to spill} all over the floor. I am _________________ {to expect} to make the most of a small budget. Your contributions for new paint will be ____________________ {to appreciate} very much.

2.6.g. Sometimes a sentence with two verbs may use two different tenses, but only if the two verbs clearly reflect different times for the events they report on. 

· You know what you did wrong now, but you missed your chance.

Sentences that express conditions and results also show a contrast in verb tenses.

· If it had rained we wouldn't have had a fire drill.

Chapter 15 will offer more work on consistency of tenses.

	ESL Tips on CONDITIONAL SENTENCES

	

	Conditional sentences contain two sections: one section gives the result of the condition, and the other explains what has to happen to reach the result:

	· I WILL SERVE you salmon / if you COME to my house for dinner. (future possible actions) 

	· Unless you TELL me soon, / we WILL BUY the salmon this afternoon.

	These sentences are about possible actions in the future. Notice that the verb in the result part of each sentence is in the form that fits the time of the action, but the verb in the condition part (beginning with if or unless) is one step back in time from the action. This rule of stepping back in time works for most conditions. Below is a summary of the rules for verbs in conditional sentences. 

	

	Future real (for conditions that make something possible in the future) 

	condition clause = present 

	resulting command = present 

	any other result clause = future (sometimes with modals)

	· If you REMEMBER, then FOLLOW. 

	· If you LOSE your books, you WILL HAVE difficulty with the test. 

	· She MIGHT not COME unless she FINISHES her homework.

	

	Present real (for conditions about facts that are generally true) 

	condition clause = present 

	result clause = present (sometimes with modals)

	· If the moon IS full, the comet IS harder to see. 

	· We CAN'T SEE the comet unless the clouds PASS.

	

	Present unreal (for events that might be possible in the present, but aren't likely) 

	condition clause = past 

	result clause = conditional modal & base form of main verb 

	Notes: 1) A wish is always an unreal condition. 2) The verb to be uses the form were in unreal conditions.

	· If the buses RAN to the airport, we WOULD TAKE one to pick up Aunt Rhody. 

	· I WISH that I HAD a car. 

	· If he WERE my brother, I WOULD ARGUE with him. 

	· I WOULDn't ARGUE with him unless he DROVE too fast.

	

	Past unreal (for events that didn't happen in the past, but we can imagine them anyway) 

	condition clause = past perfect 

	result clause = conditional modal & have & past participle of main verb

	· If she HAD ROBBED the bank, she WOULD HAVE BEEN rich. 

	· But if she HAD GONE to jail, her family COULDN'T HAVE USED all that money. 

	· I wish that I HAD SLEPT longer last night. 

	· I WOULD HAVE WOKEN up sooner if my neighbor HAD SUNG in the shower, as usual.


2.7. Irregular Verbs. Verbs: Irregular Verbs 

Many English verbs are irregular: their simple past and past participle forms are unpredictable and must be memorized.

The verbs you've been working with in Applications 12 through 17 have been regular verbs which move through their four forms in a regular way, adding either -ed or -ing to the base. But irregular verbs break that pattern. Although their present participles always end in the usual -ing, you can't count on the -ed endings for the simple past and past participle forms.

The verb “to be” is the most irregular of all. 

· You are patient with me when I am in trouble. 

· Many times I have been glad that you were nearby.

This verb, whether it acts as an auxiliary, a main verb, or a single-word verb, appears in more forms than any other verb. Here are examples of its eight forms: 

	Base
	Simple present
	Simple past
	Present participle
	Past participle

	I can be
	I am
You are
She is
	I was
We were
	I am being
	I have been


Most verbs appear in their base form for the simple present tense, but the verb to be doesn't. Instead it uses three different simple present forms. Further, the simple past tense of this verb has two forms. Chapter 12 will explain how to decide which form to use in each of these tenses. The following application will help you see what you already know about choosing the forms of the verb to be.

Application 18 

Instructions: Complete the following paragraph by adding the correct form of the verb to be in each blank. The first one is done for you. 

Nowadays, I am a careful person, but once I __________ pretty reckless. I used to think nothing could ever happen to me. Then came the day when my son and I __________ going to the beach in the old truck. You __________ not going to believe how fast I __________ going, so I won't even tell you. Before I knew it, the truck __________ on two wheels. I glanced over at my little boy and suddenly slowed down to a sedate pace. Ever since then, I have __________ a model driver. I see now that even if I __________ immune to danger, he __________  not, and that has changed my style of living. I can never__________   quite so foolhardy again.

2.7.a. The other irregular verbs have only four forms.

No other verb is as irregular as to be, but some may be unfamiliar to you. Here are the most common irregular verbs:

Chart 5: Forms of Common Irregular Verbs 

	Base
	Simple
Past
	Present
Participle
	Past
Participle
	 
	Base
	Simple
Past
	Present
Participle
	Past
Participle

	be
	was,
were
	being
	been
	 
	know
	knew
	knowing
	known

	become
	became
	becoming
	become
	 
	lay
	laid
	laying
	laid

	begin
	began
	beginning
	begun
	 
	lead
	led
	leading
	led

	bet
	bet
	betting
	bet
	 
	leave
	left
	leaving
	left

	bite
	bit
	biting
	bitten
	 
	lend
	lent
	lending
	lent

	blow
	blew
	blowing
	blown
	 
	lie
	lay
	lying
	lain

	break
	broke
	breaking
	broken
	 
	lose
	lost
	losing
	lost

	bring
	brought
	bringing
	brought
	 
	make
	made
	making
	made

	buy
	bought
	buying
	bought
	 
	pay
	paid
	paying
	paid

	catch
	caught
	catching
	caught
	 
	put
	put
	putting
	put

	choose
	chose
	choosing
	chosen
	 
	read
	read
	reading
	read

	come
	came
	coming
	come
	 
	ride
	rode
	riding
	ridden

	cut
	cut
	cutting
	cut
	 
	ring
	rang
	ringing
	rung

	dig
	dug
	digging
	dug
	 
	rise
	rose
	rising
	risen

	drink
	drank
	drinking
	drunk
	 
	run
	ran
	running
	run

	drive
	drove
	driving
	driven
	 
	say
	said
	saying
	said

	draw
	drew
	drawing
	drawn
	 
	see
	saw
	seeing
	seen

	eat
	ate
	eating
	eaten
	 
	set
	set
	setting
	set

	fall
	fell
	falling
	fallen
	 
	shake
	shook
	shaking
	shaken

	feed
	fed
	feeding
	fed
	 
	sing
	sang
	singing
	sung

	feel
	felt
	feeling
	felt
	 
	sit
	sat
	sitting
	sat

	find
	found
	finding
	found
	 
	speak
	spoke
	speaking
	spoken

	freeze
	froze
	freezing
	frozen
	 
	steal
	stole
	stealing
	stolen

	get
	got
	getting
	gotten
	 
	swear
	swore
	swearing
	sworn

	give
	gave
	giving
	given
	 
	swim
	swam
	swimming
	swum

	go
	went
	going
	gone
	 
	take
	took
	taking
	taken

	grow
	grew
	growing
	grown
	 
	teach
	taught
	teaching
	taught

	have
	had
	having
	had
	 
	tear
	tore
	tearing
	torn

	hear
	heard
	hearing
	heard
	 
	think
	thought
	thinking
	thought

	hit
	hit
	hitting
	hit
	 
	throw
	threw
	throwing
	thrown

	hurt
	hurt
	hurting
	hurt
	 
	wear
	wore
	wearing
	worn

	keep
	kept
	keeping
	kept
	 
	win
	won
	winning
	won

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	write
	wrote
	writing
	written


Application 19 

Instructions: Complete the following paragraph, using the simple past form of the verb in {fancy brackets} after each space. Write only one word in each space. The first one is done for you. 

After Thanksgiving, the wind blew _______________ {to blow} through the alleys and _______________ {to freeze} the puddles of dirty dishwater which the tenants _______________ {to throw} there every night. Winter _______________ {to bring} tensions to the neighborhood because most of the money the people _______________ {to make} at work _______________  {to go} for heat. With what was left, they _______________ {to pay} the rent and _______________ {to buy} what food they could. Prices _______________ {to rise} every few months. Those who _______________ {to keep} their jobs between Christmas and June  {to be} the lucky ones. The rest _______________ {to lead} anxious and dangerous lives; some_______________   {to steal}, some _______________ {to run} shady businesses, and others just _______________ {to lie} down to wait till spring. Those of us who _______________ {to grow} up in such alleys _______________ {to become} capable of reading stories in people's faces--messages and meanings which the rich never _______________ {to see} at all.

Application 20 

Instructions: Here are the answers for Application 19, which shows the simple past forms of irregular verbs. After each simple past form, there is now a space in which you should write a verb string combining has or have with the past participle of each verb. As you will see, some of the past participles will be spelled the same as the simple past forms, but others will be different. The first one is done for you.

After Thanksgiving, the wind blew has blown through the alleys and froze _______________ the puddles of dirty dishwater which the tenants threw_______________   there every night. Winter brought _______________  tensions to the neighborhood because most of the money the people made _______________ at work went _______________ for heat. With what was left, they paid _______________  the rent and bought _______________   what food they could. Prices rose _______________ every few months. Those who kept _______________ their jobs between Christmas and June were  _______________ the lucky ones. The rest led _______________ anxious and dangerous lives; some stole _______________ , some ran  _______________shady businesses, and others just lay _______________ down to wait till spring. Those of us who grew _______________  up in such alleys became _______________ capable of reading stories in people's faces--messages and meanings which the rich never saw _______________ at all.

2.8. Verbs: Non-Verb Forms 

Participles

A participle must be in a verb string in order to behave as a verb. Without an auxiliary, a participle plays a non-verb role in its sentence.

· Arriving home late, Priscilla rushed into the kitchen.

· She was thinking about the burnt potatoes.

Remember that participles are parts of verb strings. They need auxiliaries to do a verb's work. If a participle has no auxiliary in front of it, look elsewhere for the sentence's verb.

Infinitives

When the word “to” stands in front of the base form of a verb, it creates an infinitive. An infinitive plays a non-verb role in its sentence.

· To know him is to love him.

· I want to bring him with me at Christmas.

The infinitive serves as the name of a verb. It can play several roles in a sentence. However, if a base form has the word to in front of it, look elsewhere for the sentence's verb.

**Tip for distinguishing non-verb forms from verb forms: A verb form ending in “-ing” can act as part of a verb only if it is in a verb string (preceded by an auxiliary). A base form with “to” in front never plays the role of verb.**

Chapter 5 explains the behavior of these non-verb forms in more detail.

Application 21 

  Instructions: In each sentence, identify the verb or verb-string. Avoid the non-verb forms. 

Example: In the sentence "Baking bread has kept Tillie in touch with her old customs," we would identify the verb string has kept (but not "baking") as a verb. 

1. She loves to get up early on Saturday mornings.  

2. Kneading the dough, she thinks about her past.  

3. We awake to the smell of the rising loaves and the fresh-ground coffee.  

4. I don't want her to move into a house of her own.  

5. The sleepy crowd stayed until the end of the exciting movie.  

6. The escape scene succeeded in waking them up.  

7. Startling the guards, the birds rushed out of the hedge.  

8. The spy took that opportunity to dodge the roadblock.  

9. Hidden on the other side of the field, he listened to the guards' angry shouts.  

2.9. Verbs: Combining Sentences with Compound Verbs 

A subject may take more than one verb.

· I sat right down and cut my toenails.

Compounding is the process of joining similar parts. Joining two separate verbs to go with one subject results in a compound verb. The words that can join verbs are: and, but, yet, or, nor. These words are conjunctions.

· Population growth will slow down and may stabilize by the year 2110.

Sometimes the conjunctions work in partnership with other words, such as: 

either. . . or

neither. . . nor

both . . . and 

not only . . . but also

· One study not only predicts a steady 10.5 billion total population for several decades, but also describes a new distribution of people throughout the world.

When more than two verbs are compounded, the conjunction may appear between only the last two, while the others are separated by commas.

· In contrast to families in the Third World, families in the industrialized nations bear fewer children, move more frequently, and feel less bound to their home communities.

Application 22 

Instructions: Combine each set of sentences by compounding the verbs using the conjunction in parentheses. The first one is done for you. 

1. We watch for a clue. We wait for a clue. (and)

We wait and watch for a clue. 

2. Mosquitoes can buzz through the screen. But mosquitoes can't bite through the screen. (but not)

3. She tries to help. She fails to help. (yet)

4. Your dog eats my garbage. If not, he scatters it all over the yard.

(either. . . or)

5. Tara bought herself a digital watch. She also learned how to play the video game on it. (not only. . . but also)

6. The movie surprised the children. It delighted the children. It instructed the children. It amused the children. (, , , and)

2.10. Verbs: Review & Practice 

Instructions: This Review and Practice exercise is an opportunity for you to test your understanding of what you have studied in Chapter 2: Verbs. 

After each review statement below, there are five practice sentences. In the space provided write the verb(s) of the sentence; if there is more than one verb in the sentence, separate them with a comma. 

A. A verb usually starts the section of a sentence that tells what someone or something is doing or being.

1. Computers have changed students' lives.  _________________________

2. Typewriters are becoming obsolete.  _________________________

3. Even small colleges are buying simple word-processors.  _________________________

4. In laboratories, students can share the expensive equipment.  _________________________

5. Revisions and corrections are almost fun on a computer.  _________________________

B. Some verbs are single words, but many are verb strings. A verb string is made of a main verb with one or more auxiliaries in front.

1. Jeff will be climbing the glacier tomorrow.  _________________________

2. He has loved adventures since he was a kid.  _________________________

3. He was preparing his equipment when we saw him last night.  _________________________

4. He will be leaving for the base when the sun rises.  _________________________

5. His Aunt Sally would have been amazed at his determination.  _________________________

C. Some auxiliaries can shrink into contractions. Show the apostrophe in your answer, too.

1. Recently we've learned a lot about the origin of the solar system.  ________________________

2. There's a physicist in this school who's working on that issue.  _________________________

3. She'd been interested primarily in black holes until last year.  _________________________

4. She's offering some lectures about the edge of the universe.  _________________________

5. She claims we'll be making a new breakthrough in physics soon.  ________________________

D. Questions and negatives split verbs in two. The verb to be is an exception. (Remember that the word "not" is not really part of the verb; it's an adverb modifying the verb.)

1. Have the carpenters arrived?  _________________________

2. I wasn't expecting them because they haven't been on time yet.  _________________________

3. Did Armando tell them about the foundation?  _________________________

4. The concrete didn't crack after all.  _________________________

5. Bobby isn't so doubtful about the project now.  _________________________

E. Verbs gives clues about the time of an event.

1. Finally the union has signed a new contract.  _________________________

2. The salary scale looks pretty strange.  _________________________

3. The contract is upsetting some people who worked on the negotiations. __________________ 

4. But I have understood its purpose from the start. _________________________ 

5. Most of the drill-press operators will understand, too. _________________________ 

F. The base form of a verb can act as a main verb in a verb string. It can also stand as a single-word verb expressing present or recurring time.

1. Anyone can see that you need a rest.  _________________________

2. If only you would check with your doctor, you'd understand.  _________________________

3. She will agree with us, I know.  _________________________

4. We all gossip about your workaholic habits.  _________________________

You should come with us the next time we go out for lunch.  _________________________

G. The simple past form acts as a single word verb expressing past time.

1. Sandra's ten-year-old cooked spaghetti for supper. _________________________ 

2. He boiled it for half an hour.  _________________________

3. It tasted like soap, but we ate it.  _________________________

4. He felt proud and offered us all seconds.  _________________________

5. We complimented him, and he bragged about it all week.  _________________________

H. The present participle ends in -ing. It combines with the forms of the auxiliary to be to express continuing action.

1. The garden was taking too much of my time last summer. _________________________ 

2. The weeds were choking out the carrots.  _________________________

3. The old woodchuck was driving me crazy.  _________________________

4. From now on, I will be leaving the garden in my neighbor's hands. ______________________ 

5. My tomatoes are ripening beautifully under his care. _________________________ 

I. The past participle may combine with a form of the auxiliary to have to express completed action. It may combine with a form of the auxiliary to be to express the passive voice.

1. Americans have abandoned the thrifty habits of their ancestors.  _________________________

2. Even my grandmother has squandered the savings from her old mattress lining.  _________________________

3. She had hoarded her spare dollar bills there for years. _________________________ 

4. Now she has changed her ways and we are amazed by her purchases. _________________________ 

5. Some peculiar social trends may be revealed here.  _________________________

J. Irregular verbs do not follow the usual pattern of changes in their simple past and past participle forms.

1. Basil was such a good friend until he bought that jeep.  _________________________

2. Then he became a fanatic hunter.  _________________________

3. He drove further and further into the country on each excursion.  _________________________

4. We have seen very little of him lately.  _________________________

5. He has begun a whole new life.  _________________________

K. Participle forms may act as parts of verb strings. Without auxiliaries, however, they are not verbs. An infinitive does not act as a verb. Write only the verbs in the spaces provided. 

1. The janitor wanted to get the room ready for the meeting.  _________________________

2. Without telling us, he removed all our painting equipment.  _________________________

3. I found two paint cans and some brushes just sitting in the hallway.  _________________________

4. We complained about the broken ladder and asked him to fix it.  _________________________

5. He is stubborn enough to hold his ground.  _________________________

L. Verbs may be compounded by one of the following conjunctions: and, but, yet, or, nor.

Remember to separate your verbs with a comma.

1. My old yellow dog scratches his ear and whines at me.  _________________________

2. He waddles with age yet wags his tail like a pup.  _________________________

3. He wiggles like crazy, licks my hand, and rolls over for a good tummy-tickling.  _________________________

4. He wants to obey but can't remember the moves.  _________________________

5. Finally he either ignores me or goes to sleep.  _________________________

2.11. Verbs: Fun with Grammar

Pattern Puzzle 

Our minds are constantly organizing information. We naturally fit ideas and observations into patterns, and if something doesn't fit a recognizable pattern, we may be confused by it or not even notice it at all. Playing with patterns in the verbs you've been studying may help you to notice useful characteristics of the different verb forms.

1. Look at this jumble of shapes. On scrap paper, arrange them into some orderly pattern. It's easier, of course, to PRINT this page, and then cut out the shapes. If you don't have a color printer, you can work with the shapes in grey.

[image: image24.png]



2. After two or three minutes, show your arrangement to other students and compare your different organizing patterns. 

3. When you have finished comparing patterns, go on to # 4.

4. Now look at this jumble of sentences. On scrap paper, arrange them into some orderly pattern. 

We were waiting. We wait. 

We had waited. We waited. 

We will wait. We are waiting. 

We will be waiting. We have waited. 

We will have waited. 

5. After five minutes, show your arrangement to other students and compare your different organizing patterns. Try to explain why you arranged the sentences as you did and listen to other people's explanations.

6. What does your arrangement show you about verbs? What do other people's arrangements show you about verbs?

2.12. RETURN TO YOUR WRITING

Read aloud the paragraph you wrote at the beginning of this chapter.  Where are the verbs? Look for the words that indicate time.  Which are verbs and which aren’t?  Use Chart 1 in the resources section of this Study Guide to help you find the auxiliaries in your paragraph.  Wherever you find one, check to see if a main verb follows. Where you're not sure of a verb, turn the sentence into a negative statement and use the “not” or “n't” as a flag that waves in the middle of your verb. Mark all your verbs. Have you used any compound verbs? Trade marked paragraphs with a classmate, and check each other's work. Wherever you disagree, explain your reasons.   If you have questions get your teacher to answer them.
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